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more extensively, and to establish a closer correlation between the teaching 
of language and grammar. A great deal of attention is given to the develop- 
ment of oral expression, both as an aid to correct speech, and as a preparation 
for written composition. 

Two new revisions of Montgomery's histories have appeared this year. 
The principal change in each case has been the addition of new material 
made necessary by the world-war. In the larger text, 1 fourteen pages have 
been added for this purpose; and in the elementary text 2 eighteen pages. 
Other changes have to do with the prohibition amendment, new inventions, 
and numerous minor items. 

Geography texts. — For some time there has been developing a "regional" 
method of teaching geography. Up to the present, the use of this method 
has been hindered by the lack of a well-organized textbook of that kind. 
A new book by Professor Atwood, 3 constructed upon the basis of "natural 
regions," will doubtless do much to stimulate this type of teaching. The 
book possesses many other merits, among which should be mentioned the 
six hundred carefully chosen illustrations and the fifty-eight colored maps. 
The map scheme is very effective from the pedagogical standpoint, and the 
individual maps have been constructed with particular attention to their 
correlation with the accompanying text material. Book One of the series, 4 
by Professor Frye, has been revised to show the changes brought about by 
the war, and a new chapter, entitled "The United States among the Nations," 
has been added. 

Another geography, for supplementary use, has been written by Frank 
M. McMurry.s It is devoted entirely to the geography of the world-war 
and its effects, and furnishes a more intensive treatment than can be given 
in the regular textbook. It has sixty-seven illustrations and maps, and an 
appendix giving a condensed survey of war events. It will be useful 
supplementary material for classes in both geography and history. 



Supplemental reading material. — The enthusiasm for the conservation of 
natural resources has been the stimulus for a new series of readers. The 

1 D. H. Montgomery, The Leading Facts of American History. Boston: Ginn 
& Co., 1920 [revised edition]. Pp. xii+421+c. $1.40. 

* D. H. Montgomery, The Beginner's American History. Boston: Ginn & Co., 
1920 [revised edition]. Pp. vi+297+xviii. $0.84. 

J Wallace W. Atwood, New Geography, Book Two. " Frye-Atwood Geo- 
graphical Series." Boston: Ginn & Co., 1920. Pp. iv+304+xvi. 

* Alexis E. Frye, New Geography, Book One. "Frye-Atwood Geographical 
Series." Boston: Ginn & Co., 1920 [revised edition]. Pp. viii+264+viii. 

s Frank M. McMurry, The Geography of the World War and the Peace Treaties. 
New York: Macmillan Co., 1920. Pp. 64. 
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first number of this series has been published, 1 and the titles of some of the 
forthcoming issues have been announced. Mr. Fairbanks has attempted to 
provide material of a suitable nature for training in silent reading, and at 
the same time to supply a content which will function in developing an intelli- 
gent sentiment favorable to conservation. The thirty-one chapters of the 
book are given principally to the subjects of the soil, the forests, the under- 
ground resources, and the wild life of the country. The text is illustrated 
with a great number of artistic photographs. It is well adapted for use in 
the intermediate grades. 

Supplementary material of a more elementary nature is found in a new 
book by W. E. Griffis.* The fairy tales of Switzerland are not familiar to 
the majority of school children. The folklore of this country has been 
gathered up and is here presented in a series of twenty-five attractive stories. 
Those who are acquainted with the Dutch, Belgian, and Welsh fairy tales 
by the same author will know what to anticipate from this book. 

The same publishers have also issued a supplementary reader* for primary 
grades in which the adventures of the " Graymouse" family, and other members 
of the small wild life of the woods, are recounted. The story is told in a 
pleasing style which will be attractive to primary children. 

Reading material of a somewhat different type has been prepared by a 
committee of the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends. This book* has 
for its purpose the teaching of moral and religious truth to children. Some 
of the stories are much better than others. If used with discrimination, the 
book will furnish some very good reading material. 



School plays. — Teachers and dramatic directors frequently have difficulty 
in finding just the type of plays that they need. In order to aid in the selection 
of plays for children, attention should be called to a selected list prepared by 
Miss Oglebay 5 for the New York Drama League. The plays listed are for 
children from the ages of six to sixteen, and range from the simple type found 
in dramatic readers to those requiring larger casts and elaborate costumes 
and scenery. They are classified into eight divisions as follows: reference 
books, books about costumes and scenery, books of stories and poems for 

1 Harold W. Fairbanks, Conservation Reader. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: 
World Book Co., 1920. Pp. vi+216. $1.20. 

* William E. Griffis, Swiss Fairy Tales. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 
1920. Pp. 260. 

s Nellie M. Leonard, Uncle Squeaky's Country Store. New York: Thomas Y. 
Crowell Co., 1920. Pp. 87. 

* Anna P. Broomell (chairman), The Children's Story Garden. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott Co., 1920. Pp. 246. $1.50. 

s Kate Oglebay, Plays for Children. New York: H. W. Wilson Co., 1920. 
Pp. 19. $0.60. 



